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SRF is celebrating 23 years of  helping horses & kids.
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We are saddened by closing the chapter in our book about the 
five years in a home that brought so much good to so many 
horses and kids.  With the farm deteriorating quickly from 
lack of maintenance other than what SRF’s staff could take 
on, we had no choice. But we are pleased to join harness 
racing history by boarding our horses with Walnridge Farm 
in Cream Ridge, NJ where the legendary Niatross once stood.  
Volunteers and staff helped us move the horses, pack and load 
tack, feed, water troughs, jumps, and horse supplies onto the 
truck of Princeton Equine Transport, and Stern Farms who, as 
a gift, generously shipped all and flexed a lot of muscle too. 
Within a week of settling in, SRF had 32 horses at the facility. 
Eight were new horses whose patient owners wished to find 
them a new life and had held on to them until we moved. Six 
were horses returned by adopters no longer able to provide 
good care due to financial issues. With those 32 and other SRF 
horses boarded at various facilities; SRF is now providing care 
and management for 158. While every one of these horses 
needs a home, 109 of the 158 are continually passed over by 
adopters, some are old campaigners, others broodmares, some 
just unable to withstand use in spite of youth on their side. 
SRF’s new office will be in Millstone Township, NJ, just 
a couple of miles from Showplace Farms, and several 
Standardbred training centers. Coincidentally, the mayor of 
this sprawling equine town, Nancy Grbelja, owns racehorses 
under the name No Win No Cookies Stable and has two 
adopted Standardbreds from SRF as well; they get cookies all 
the time.

When One Door Closes

DOOR CLOSES continued on page 2

TREMENDOUS THANKS!
McCauley’s Bros. Feed and Reynolds Hay and Straw helped 
us feed each and every horse for five years at our Hamilton, 

NJ location with their gift of grain. We are so 
elated and appreciative of their continued kind-
ness at our new home. You guys are the best, 
and our horses look so awesome!

Naughty Nancy, was a multiple winner on the stonedust, 
and mother of two until she came to SRF in need of a home 
in 2007. She then served faithfully and quietly as a kid 
mount and reliable trail horse in her adopted home. Today, 
Nancy, at the age of 20 is back with SRF retired due to a 
racing injury that progressed as she aged. She is living 
out her life comfortably and without risk thanks to the 
compassionate gift of sponsorship from Joanne Barnish, 
one of our very special friends.

RECENT ADOPTIONS



Standardbred Retirement Foundation Newsletter
     Fall 2012 • Page 2

MISSION STATEMENT
The Standardbred Retirement Foundation is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization created to care for, rehabilitate, and secure 
lifetime adoption of non-competitive racehorses, to ensure their 
proper care with follow-up, and to combine the needs of youth at 
risk and these horses in therapeutic equine programs to benefit both.

SRF is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization

Wish List
• Foster homes for our pasture puffs
• Fund-raising event help
• Grant writers
• Horse transportation
• Experienced riding volunteers
• Item to sell or auction at events
• Horse sponsors and guardians
• Assistance with our Youth Programs
If you can help please email admin@srfmail.com

We anticipate the cost of operating to increase and that is on 
top of the unexpected need we had for hay for all our 158 
horses this summer due to the drought and heat. We hope we 
can count on your continued kindness to keep the mission 
moving forward to help the horses and the kids.

DOOR CLOSES continued from page 1

Give this horse a t-shirt 
to wear the one we see 
in the stores that reads, 
“Life is Good”. 
Please Pick Me, aka 
Penny is loving life in 
her new adopted zip 
code!

His Time Didn’t Come
The son of Bettor’s Delight, 8 year old, Tick Tock, found a 
fabulous place to live out his life in PA. We were told a little 
about his new career from his adopter, Hanna Hemming. Here 
is what she shared:  Tick Tock started training and is such a 
quick learner especially since he had to keep his straight in the 
racing head poles. She said that it only took ten minutes to flex 
his neck.  He is the friendly one in the barn and the most popu-
lar; he walks right up to everyone with his kind eyes looking for 
attention; everyone loves him!
One of their best days together was while she was grooming 
him when a little girl joined them. Seeing her struggle from 
multiple physical challenges, he lowered his head so she could 
reach him and then cuddled his nose gently by her face. She 
helped with the brushing and his care while Tick Tock stood 
like a soldier, straight and still; it was as if he knew that she 
was fragile and could be easily hurt. Once saddled up Hanna 
was given permission to give this very excited little girl a stroll 
on Tick Tock. Leading her around while aboard this gentle guy 
the little girl was grinning from ear to ear; mom was elated. She 
hadn’t seen her daughter smile like that for a very long time.
 Hanna was so delighted and proud that her new equine friend 
was such a gem and that he could bring this little girl a few 
hours of happiness. She later told us, “In the 6 weeks that I own 
this love bug, he has given me so much. He’s my best friend 
and my whole life. He has taught me to slow down and enjoy 
the little things. I can’t imagine living without him, and no mat-
ter how bad my day is at work or home I know that as soon as I 
see those big loving eyes of his, my world just makes sense and 
I have harmony….Thank you!”

What’s the Most Popular
The Jamesburg School for Boys is a very special place where 
SRF horses have the loving attention of  incarcerated teenage 
boys who take great care of them.  It is an “earn your way” 
for the privilege of being part of the program which serves as 
therapy, and offers vocational tools.  It is always tricky trying to 
tell you about the successes due to the privacy that is required, 
but we can tell you that it is the most popular program of all.  
Last year 110 youngsters were served by SRF horses at this 
location.  “There is something about the outside of a horse that 
is good for the inside of a man.”  ~ Winston Churchill

Bet on Him 
James Caraluzzi Jr., son of long time trainer, Joe Caraluzzi will 
be running for the horses that trotted, and paced their way to 
SRF when he laces up for the annual 26.3 mile Philadelphia 
Marathon on Sunday, November 18. Jimmy grew up with har-
ness racing and worked with his dad while recently finishing 
his B.S. in Finance at Rutgers Business School. Having a love 
for the horses prompted him to seek sponsors for the marathon 
as a fund raiser for SRF.  Please bet on him and feel free to 
come out and cheer him on because James will be all out, bell 
boots on, head checked, and warmed up and ready. So please 
sponsor him by going to his sponsor info on our website or to 
www.payitsquare.com/collect-page/7292, or visit his facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/jimmysrunforsrf. Thanks, James, 
and good luck!



When the owner of 15 year old, Laag in Time, sold her after she 
served ten successful years as a broodmare did he realize that the 
chance she would continue to live and breathe was slim, if at all?  
Her story is as typical as any for a horse that is sold or given 
away without due diligence. We were told that this owner thought 
he gave her to a good home, but when he handed her over last 
February she was found at the New Holland, Pa. auction where 
horses are sold like cattle, as livestock. She was purchased there 
to be sold again at another livestock sale in Cranbury, NJ, nearly 
three hours away. Purchased once again, she was shipped to NY 
where an issue with her cervical vertebrae became evident, not 
surprising considering four weeks of torment.

Still down on her luck, and now with an injury, the new purchaser 
sent her to yet another auction trying to recoup her money. 
Noticing her penned up with cattle, dried blood on her face from 
a roughing up and kick to her jaw, standing in muck, frail, and in 
poor condition, a rescue group purchased her to keep her from 
facing slaughter, to put her at peace humanely. But struggling to 
carry out that decision, they contacted SRF and asked for help.

Fortunately, one of our previous adopters mentioned her love of 
greys. Being sired by Laag, and quite grey like her daddy, this 
gentle, docile mother of ten finally caught a break. We brought her 
in for two weeks of isolation, worming, some groceries, trimming, 
and a bath, actually several baths, and asked Dr. Bokman to take 
a look at her. Her life under saddle and in harness had come to an 
end due to the injury, but odds are finally in her favor; our past 
adopter who loves greys will soon be here to take her home. 

We know how difficult it is to make the decision to humanely 
end a horse’s life. But what happened to this horse is real and 
common. While slaughter is not legal at the moment in the US, 
each week there are thousands of horses penned and marked for 
the feedlot to be fattened and then shipped to Canada and Mexico 
where they are slaughtered. Due diligence is a must if you have 
good intentions.
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This is for Real

Laag in Time is shown here a few weeks after her 
grueling month of fighting off other horses and cattle, 
being tied to poles for endless hours, crammed in pens, 
shipped from sale to sale in overcrowded trailers 
with no one noticing or caring if she was ever fed or 
watered. Her frail body, bloody face, and injured neck 
didn’t affect her kind disposition. 

You Mean the World  
Where else can one find a friendship like the people in racing 
share.  So many amazing people made the gracious effort to reach 
us to assist when we were recently faced with tough times. Jeff 
Gural, the savior of the Meadowlands, offered immediate help 
and more. Racehorse owner, Peter Grandich stepped up and 
joined SRF’s Win*Win Program where he designated a percent 
of his horses’ winnings and challenged his fellow horsemen to 
do the same whether as a Win*Win participant or by sending a 
donation to help us out. Some included Casie Coleman, Linda 
Toscano, Pat Obrien, Jeff Bamond, Glenn Berger, Nick Salvi, 
WilliamVarney, and many more. Trainer, Ron Burke opened 
his fields at home in Pa. to two of SRF horses to retire, as well 
as Mark Mullen of Fairwinds Farm. We had offers of help from 
Kevin and Dorothy Reynolds of Reynolds Hay and Straw, 
Dr. Stacey Romano, Kevin Greenfield, Nick Surick, Rutgers 
Equine Program, Nick Nickleson, and Steve Wolf for possible 
boarding situations. Offers of shipping from Princeton Equine 
Transport, Stern Bros. Farm, Denise Gonsiewski, Hans Arzt, 
Suzanne D’Ambrose and Ival McDermott, Nancy Grbelja, 
and the list goes on, and on but our room in the Newsletter is 
limited. Did we say how grateful we are? Enormously!  

Holiday Shop With Us
Finally, SRF will have its store open on the website in 

time for holiday shopping. Come check it out for your 

friends and family that love this majestic animal!



The weather was perfect this year to celebrate 20 years on the 
green for the Standardbred Retirement Foundation’s (SRF) 
Annual Charity Golf Outing at a new location, the private 
Battleground Country Club. One hundred twenty-four golfers 
enjoyed a day of making a difference. Our new addition this year 
was the Million Dollar Shot won by Peter Tate. Unfortunately, 
the oodles of money didn’t go home with him, but there is always 
next year to try again!  The banquet room was full with more than 

two hundred guests enjoying dinner and good times with friends, 
carrying away their prizes, raffles, and auction purchases. Thank 
you again to our wonderful sponsors, and golfers, and donors 
of items and services, as well as everyone else who contributed 
toward such a successful event. We will be recognizing all in 
our Donor Recognition Newsletter coming up next. We are so 
grateful for your support!

SRF 20th Anniversary Charity Golf Outing
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Michael I. Deutsch, Ray A. Farrington,  
Ed Grossi & Paul Erhardt, III

Dr. Herb Burns, Scott Kimelman, Steve 
Jones and Mike Kimelman

Shannon Murphy, Chris Hinchcliff,  
Dale Gilmore and Jake Leamon

Tony Verusso, Charlie Buck and Mike 
Fagliarone holding golf mate Tracy Goldberg



,
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SUPERFECTA SPONSORS 
Showplace Farms, Congress Hill Farm, Bellino Stables, Noel 
Daley Stable, White Birch Farms, and Mario Mazza

TRIFECTA SPONSORS 
Farm Credit East, Dr. Joy Micale, Hogan Equine Clinic, 
Meadowlands Racetrack, American Racing Tioga/Vernon Downs, 
Bluechip Farms, Fabulous farms, LLC, Ron Burke Stable, Jeff 
Webster Stable, Drs. Fox and Bokman, and Ross Croghan Stable

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR 
New Polaris UV courtesy of Xtreme Machines in Millstone, NJ

THANK YOU - SRF GOLF COMMITTEE
Lella Montgomery, Leslie McLaren, Karen Evilzisor, Victoria Irmen-Vaughn, Rob Pennington, 

 Karen Taft, Suzanne D’Ambrose, Judy Bokman, and Dana Letual

Thanks to Everyone Who Made
our Golf Outing a Success !

PRESENTING DINNER SPONSORSHIP 
Valley High Stable, Mr. Bill Weaver

MASTERS SPONSORSHIP 
Pennsylvania Harness Horsemen’s Association

WIN SPONSORS 
Emposimato Stables, John & Paula Campbell, 
and Standardbred Owners Assoc.of NY

SHOW SPONSORS 
Eby Trailer, Muscara Racing Trust, Marc & 
Marcia Goldberg, Ray Schnittker, Machiz 
Racing Stable, Ms. Dale Wyatt, Pfizer Animal 
Health, Meadowbrook Horse Transport, The 
Cheyenne Gang, LLC, First Hope Bank, and 
The Reuben and Rose Mattus & Doris, and 
Kevin Hurley Foundation

Photography courtesy of Vicki Wright      Auctioneer – Ken Weingartner

When We Had
Too Much Grass

When Magical Acres, in Chesterfield, NJ was 
still in the hands of the Sylvester’s, we were 
fortunate to have the help of their grandson, 
Ryan, who mowed our fields and kept our grass 
at bay during the past summer. But upon the 
sale and during the transition we lost our help.  
We are so appreciative to Ken and Robin Hess, 
Standardbred trainers, and owners who didn’t 
hesitate to come to the rescue of our early sum-
mer dilemma of getting the fields at bay.  And, 
oh, did I mention it was on a day when the sun 
was sizzling. We are so grateful.   Thank you 
so much.

Not fast in the homestretch, 
but 12 year old, Laags Prayer, 
found her niche in a new career 
jumping everything in her path. 
What a gal!
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The generosity and support of the harness racing community has helped raise much needed funds for the Standardbred Retirement 
Foundation and the Harness Racing Museum & Hall of Fame at the inaugural Hambletonian Casino Night held August 1st at Il 
Villaggio in Carlstadt, NJ.

Sponsored, as well as strongly supported by The New Meadowlands Racetrack, and The Hambletonian Society, and other 
wonderful sponsors especially Fran and Melanie Azur; Marc and Marcy Goldberg; John Cancelliere, Tom Cancelliere and 
Magical Acres; Arden Homestead; Inglesino, Pearlman, Wyciskala, & Taylor, LLC; Ted Gewertz and Claire Chappell; and Blue 
Chip Farms, this new event was a winner!  The evening included the most popular casino table games and a poker tournament, 
wonderful food and terrific prizes, and an auction featuring the beautiful sculpture A Jump Ahead by Lorenzo Ghiglieri, and a 
New England Patriots football package, a gift from Frank and Jerry Antonacci.

Our Grand Prize for Poker was a gift from Roberts Communications, a fabulous Las Vegas trip. Other great items were a luxury 
suite at a New York Yankees game, suite for (14) at the Izod Center to Kenny Chesney, and a gift from the USTA Driving 
School. Our other charitable gift donors were Brian Cashman, Sodexo, Jeff Dauplaise, Central Jersey Tree Experts, Izod Center, 
Bradford Renaissance, MetLife Stadium, CulinAriane, USTA, McLoones, and The Meadowlands.

Thank you to our other wonderful sponsors: Casie Coleman Racing, Dan Dube, Tim Tetrick, Noel Daley, David and Misty Miller, 
George Teague Jr/Brenda Teague Racing Stable, Freehold Raceway, Yannick Gingras, Andy Miller, Hambletonian Society, the 
Meadowlands, Sportech Racing LLC, Marion Farms, the connections of  “A Rocknroll 
Dance”, Vernon Downs, Tioga Downs, Schindler Elevator, Joe Grano, and Ray Schnittker. 

This event was so successful and enjoyable that we hope for a repeat next year!

Hambo Casino Night, a Smashing Success

Betty Babb, Karen Williams, Bruce Saunders, 
Justin Horowitz and Skip Babb

Ted Gewertz and 
Claire Chappell

Jason Settlemoir, 
Alan Hainsworth 
and Pamela Pratt

Kevin McDermott, Brian Sears
and Jeff Gillis
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Malcontent age 23
Grandpa’s Grounded age 15
Skitten Kitten age 19
Your Mothers Boy age 24
Viking Serenade age 22
Robs Thunder age 13
Southwind Condor age 20
Miss Fantasia age 22
Color Me Khaki age 19
Do It Over age 31
Northsong Rose age 27
Bobbys Beachtowel age 19
Larry Bud Denman age 26
Watchtower age 27

Direct Advantage age 17
Aduka age 28
Dollys Red Scooter age 15
C-mon Big Guy age 19
Ernies Legacy age 17
Premier Luck age 8
Empress Mine age 11
Jamies Crown age 27
Cash Fuel age 27
Dex Appeal age 17
International Sal age 23
Dazzling Diamond age 26
Mystic Deal age 12
Matter of Soul age 18

Hareshopen age 17
Amiable age 24
Magic Illusion age 27
Nike Ambro age 10
Vacation Hall age 16
Rathers Storm age 18
Dynamic Dude N age 11
Skipper G age 31
Cambeaster age 11
Duke of Earl age 15
Foolist Optimist age 25
Double HH Caroline age 18
Danny Boy age 17
Ashley B Good age 37

Horses may be in adopted homes for 22 years, 2 years, or whatever length of time, and for some adopters when their 
horse can no longer carry a rider, drive, or just give a grandchild a leg up, they may still have the means and desire to 
give him a place to live out his life. But there are some that cannot provide this.  Sometimes old racing injuries that 
were quiet for even a decade can become uncomfortable again, arthritis progresses, moon blindness strikes etc. If we 
take a horse back into the program and find he is not able to be used for pleasure, we must retire him for life. Here 
are a few needing your very kind sponsorship so they have a place to live. 

Some of Our Horses in Need

Making it Work 
Every year, since we made the move to the Hamilton facility, we had the philanthropic support of sponsors of the farm which 
enabled us to afford rehabilitating, resting, and re-training these noble animals so a life could be had off the track. We hope our 
wonderful sponsors will continue and follow us on this move a little further west. To new friends, please join us in making this 
home work by being a sponsor as we face an unexpected increase in our cost of taking care of these horses. Our sponsorship levels 
will thank you for your important role with a beautifully engraved plate at our new facility that will show your kindness level.

Your friendship for our new home as a gift/sponsor of $500, $1000., $2000, $3000, $5,000 will provide safety  in our huge but 
cozy shelter, warmth and special care in our stalls to rest an injury, give us the ring to get the pace out of their gait and collect 
their trot ( a trot that can beat any breed by far),  and keep our barn up and running where it’s happening every day helping horses 
and kids. Please send a tax deductible gift and designate it for our new home so we can keep the mission up and running. We 
can’t do it without you. Thank you so much.

Breeding Time
Breeding donations are critical to SRF. It is 
our most important fund raiser and feeds 

and care for many of our horses. We greatly 
depend on your support each year.

Thank you so much.

It’s a Maybe
We hope to have a little reception to welcome your visit to SRF 
at Walnridge Farms, but at the moment it is only tentatively 
scheduled.  Please check our website for confirmation or 
be sure that we have your email address for a blast with a 
confirmation of the date.  Hopefully, Oct. 14th is the day!



Please support the SRF. Call for 
information on sponsoring or 

adopting one of our very special 
Standardbreds
(609) 324-1500

Standardbred 
Retirement 
Foundation

PO Box 716, Allentown, New Jersey 08501

Phone  (609) 324-1500
Fax (609) 324-1526

www.Adoptahorse.org
E-mail: admin@srfmail.com

First Class Presort
U.S. Postage

PAID
Red Bank, NJ
Permit # 411

Forwarding address requested

2013 Prix d’ Amerique  
It’s that time of year again, so get your tickets now to win a 
fabulous trip to the famed Prix d’Amerique in Vicennes, France. 
SRF will once again be offering a chance to win a trip-for-two to 
enchanting Paris, France for a 5 day/4 night package, air vouchers, 
four star hotel accommodations, some meals, tours and tickets for 
the Prix.  Last year’s winner, which is year’s winning trainer of 
the Hambletonian, Linda Toscano said, “We had a wonderful trip! 
The sights and desserts were amazing and the racing was different 
from anything I have ever seen and we loved every minute.” Past 
winners include Marc and Marcy Goldberg, owners of Arch 
Madness, and Jessica Schroder from the USTA who also still rave 
about the fabulous trip. So remember to check your mail come 
October for your chance to win. Good Luck!

Our wonderful volunteers, Chelsea Maquire and 
Madison Kraus give us the thumbs up as they 
helped us turn the page in SRF’s book. They are 
excited to be part of the next chapter at Walnridge 
Farm, and so are we!

Did You Know?
Aged and injured horses are retired at SRF’s expense, and the  
need to retire more continues to grow as does the need for an 
endowment to feed and care for them until they pass. Please 
consider these noble animals; with very few horse lovers in the 
world your every kindness means so much. 


